Preparation of Accelerator R&D activities for FP7

The formation of Working Groups and their charge

1) Introduction

The European Commission is about to launch its Seventh Framework Program (FP7). Although not all details are set up for this 7-year program, it is anticipated that the first calls will occur in 2007, possibly as early as during the first trimester. It is therefore essential to ensure that the High Energy Physics community is ready to develop outstanding proposals in the field of accelerator research. 

In March 2006, the European Steering Group for Accelerator R&D (ESGARD) has issued a call for Letter of Intent (LoI) proposing possible research activities related to R&D in accelerator science. As of today some 33 LoI have been received, showing the strong need in accelerator R&D and the very large interest of the community in developing challenging projects in this area. However, it also showed that this research activity requires very sizeable resources. Hence it is important to pull all available resources toward optimized high priority project, avoiding duplication.
In the meantime, CERN Council has adopted a strategy document establishing the priorities in Elementary Particle Physics. It is important to ensure that the future proposed activities.
During its last meeting, ESGARD has decided to set up Working Groups to help developing a consistent set of research activities, in line with the priorities stated in the Strategy Document, and that could be imbedded in an Integrated Activity (IA) project, in the similar way as for the Integrated Infrastructure Initiatives (I3) within FP6.
2) Mandate of the Working Groups
It is proposed to create 3 Working.

1) High-intensity high-energy protons beams
2) Superconducting RF acceleration systems
3) Novel accelerating systems
Starting from the LoI received, the working groups are expected to establish a
· A consistent set of prioritized Joint Research Activities, including a first estimate of the needed resources for each activity,

· Identify the infrastructures that will benefit from the proposed R&D,

· Identify the infrastructures that could be subject to Transnational Access,

· A consistent set of  Networking Activities related to the R&D activities
· The laboratories/institutes/universities that would participate to the different activities.

· A possible coordinator for each NA, TA and JRA

3) Composition of the Working Groups

The proposed initial composition of the Working groups is the following:

1) High-intensity high-energy protons beams:
A. Devred, V.Palladino, W. Scandale, M. Vretenar*, F. Zimmermann
2) Superconducting RF acceleration systems:
T. Garvey, R. Losito, O. Napoly*, D. Proch, F. Richard, V. Palladino
3) Novel accelerating systems:
T. Garvey, G. Guignard, R. Losito*, F. Richard, V. Palladino, 
The (*) indicate the initial convener in charge of organizing the first meeting. Then after, the groups could extend their membership to members of the steering committee of the CARE NA/JRA and to very few other persons who have played a key role in CARE. It is important to ensure a fair representation of the different countries active in accelerator R&D.
4) Milestones
It is expected to get a first report from these working groups during the CARE06 meeting in Frascati from November 15 to 17, 2006.

































